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The Office of  Deacons would like to thank you for your ministry to the Church, The Archdio-

cese of  Santa Fe, and to the many services provided to the people of  God and the entire commu-
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           From the Desk of the Director of the Deacon’s Office 
 

     When Archbishop Wester called me the day before Thanksgiv-

ing last year to ask if I would consider taking on the responsibility 

of directing the Office of Deacons, it was less than a week after a 

total hip replacement. Mind you, my doctor told me to not make 

any important decisions right after surgery. Though I was certainly 

honored (and a bit intimidated) by his request, I told the Arch-

bishop that I needed some time to pray about it. 

     I think he took that as a yes. 

     Stepping into the shoes of some great deacon directors — not 

the least of which is Deacon Andy Carrillo, is a bit intimidating 

and I can only hope to continue their legacy of humble service to our diaconal community. 

     I realize that there are many of you who do not know me, nor me you, and I hope that we 

can rectify that over the next few years. 

     Here is a brief snapshot of me and what I hope to bring to the position: 

I was ordained by Bishop O’Brian in Phoenix in 2000. In 2002 I was asked to take on 

the role of Deacon Formation Director for the Diocese of Phoenix and I held that posi-

tion until 2010 when I relocated to Albuquerque. My roles in the Archdiocese of Santa 

Fe have included Directing the Formation for Christian Service Office and the Ministry 

Resource Center until December of 2020 when those offices were closed due to the 

bankruptcy. I was appointed the Director of Deacon Formation for the Archdiocese in 

2019, when Father Tim Martinez stepped down from that position. 

My wife, Celeste, and I have four adult children (three of whom live in the Albuquerque 

area) and seven grandchildren. We also own a small business (ChocGlitz & Cream) 

which Celeste manages. 

We both love it here in New Mexico. This is our home as I was incardinated into the 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe in 2014. 

     As we all know, the pandemic, coupled with the bankruptcy, has crippled our efforts to 

maintain and build our deacon community. It is obviously a time for rebuilding. To that end, I 

would propose a couple of things. 

     First of all, it would be helpful for us to come together — perhaps beginning at the dean-

ery level before we try a large scale convocation. I would like to know what your concerns for 

the deacon community are and how we can work together to address those needs. 

 

(Continued on next page.) 
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 (continued from Page 2) 

     Working together is a very important element in my understanding of what it means to 

be a deacon. We are all called to serve the Archbishop of Santa Fe, and, though we accom-

plish this in varied ways, our goal remains the same — to build the Church in the Archdio-

cese of Santa Fe. To that end, I see the Office of the Diaconate as your office — a place 

where we can work together to accomplish our mission. This has been the history of the of-

fice and I hope to continue that. 

     One of the first steps in this regard will involve a renewed focus on the Deacon Council. I 

look forward to working closely with Deacon Mark Marquez (your Council Chair), Deacon Ear-

nest Chavez (co-chair) and Darlene Chavez (secretary) as well as the other members of the 

Council. 

     It also means the creation of some teams to work on deacon personal issues, retreats, 

convocations, El Diácono, and any other services that this office provides. 

     Finally, in my role as Deacon Formation Director, I hope to continue the growth of our 

programs. With God’s blessing, we will ordain 36 men for service to the Archdiocese this 

June. We have another fifteen candidates who hope to be ordained in 2025. This past week-

end I met with a group of inquirers — we have over 20 men currently in the process of ap-

plying for entry into Aspirancy. 

     I am grateful for all of you who have stepped up to assist in the formation of our deacons 

as instructors and mentors. Special thanks goes to our formation team: Father Chris Hallada 

(Associate Director for Spiritual Formation), Deacon Michael Wesley (Associate Director  for 

Deacon Mentors and Assessments) and Deacon Tony Rivera (Associate Director for Super-

vised Field experiences). 

     I also want to thank Deacon Andy Carrillo and his wife Belinda for their friendship and 

support. 

     On the Monday after Thanksgiving, I told Father Glenn Jones, Vicar of Clergy, that I would 

gladly accept the responsibility of serving as the Director of the Office of Deacons while con-

tinuing in my role as the Director of Deacon Formation. May God give me the grace to serve 

you well. 

“The way to build a church is not to pay for it, cer-
tainly not with somebody else's money. The way to 
build a church is not even to pay for it with your own 
money. The way to build a church is to build it.” 
― G.K. Chesterton, St. Francis of Assisi  



Be Imitators of Me (1 Cor. 11:1) 

By Deacon Michael Wesley 

   In responding to his call to mentorship St. Paul encouraged the 

Corinthians: “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1.)  

These should be the unspoken words of every deacon to the 

community God has called them to. But this is especially true for 

those working in formation. Through monthly meetings, teaching, 

prayer, and discussion a deacon couple imparts their gift of mentoring to those desir-

ing to be mentors as well. Their ministry is to pass the light of Jesus’s presence on to 

those who will one day be sharing their light with others. 

   As a mentor couple Kathy and I initially felt unworthy to be in this position. We were 

nervous about taking this ministry on because we didn’t think we had much to offer. 

But as the old maxim goes, God doesn’t want our ability as much as our availability. 

So, we took the ministry on hoping the Holy Spirit would fill in any gaps that we were 

leaving out. God has not disappointed us. In the 3 years that we have been involved 

with our group I think we have grown more than our mentees have. Sharing what God 

has given to us, and learning from the mentees has brought us a great sense of joy.   

   In speaking of their own experience Deacon Larry Carmony and his wife Corrine said, 

“It’s refreshing to experience the enthusiasm of the deacon aspirants and candidates 

and to see what they are learning and experiencing. Sharing our experiences as a 

group helps us all grow.” 

   Deacon David Little said, “As a mentor I have had the opportunity to dig deeper in 

the faith, learn more of the Catholic church and its call to the great Commission. You 

can’t help but to grow and mature as you help others do the same in their lives.”  

   When Deacon Juan Rodriguez first heard about the Mentor program, he felt that 

there would be no greater honor than to minister to those who were going to replace 

us. He said, “We have to share our experience of being deacons. Somebody needs to 

replace me.  We need to train those who will be in the vineyard of the Lord.” 

   Deacon Marcus Montano said that he and his wife, Yvette receive a sense of renewal 

in serving God’s church and his people. For them it is “a reminder that with open  

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

minds and hearts we can always learn from each other.” They said, “We are always 

thankful for the blessing that Our Lord gave to us when we went through our for-

mation. Serving as Mentors is just a little way that we can give to others.” 

     When Deacon Dan Kennedy was asked what he valued most from being a mentor 

he said, it “is the relationships that have developed over the past few years, with both 

the candidates and their wives.  We have become friends. His wife Jan added, “I truly 

appreciate having this particular group of people to experience and share our mutual 

faith journey.”   

     Deacon Chris he and his wife, Dolores Gilbert have said that they have been “so 

blessed to help the deacon candidates in their formation.  Chris further went on to say, 

“I don’t know who has benefitted more, the candidates or us.  Personally, I have 

learned how to become a better deacon.”   

     These responses are only a few of the 16 couples that are now serving as mentors 

in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.  From personal conversations that I have had with the 

others I am confident their responses would be equally as positive.  My purpose here 

was to give an overall view of the mentor couples currently ministering in the program. 

     But what does a mentor couple do? A basic idea of what a mentor couple does, as 

described by the Basic Norms for the Formation of Permanent Deacons, is to be “the 

direct companion of each aspirant and of each candidate. He is charged with closely 

following the formation of each one, offering his support and advice for the resolution 

of any problems which may arise and for helping to make personal the various mo-

ments of formation. He is also called to collaborate with the director of formation in 

the programming of the different formational activities and in the preparation of the 

judgement of suitability to be presented to the bishop” #22.   

   This is initially accomplished with the monthly meetings. The aspirants/candidate will 

meet together to pray and discuss topics dealing with diaconal formation, the diaco-

nate in general, spirituality, relationships and a wide variety of other topics that might 

come up.  If a new mentor couple is concerned about topics to cover, a list of topics 

can be provided to help them get started.  Quite often, though, the mentees will bring 

their own concerns to the floor.  

   A general mentor meeting will include prayer, a teaching, discussion, and fellowship. 

After the group has met for a while, the mentees will take on more of the responsibility 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from  page 12) 

for leading the meeting. I have been with my group for over three years now and some-

times I feel like all I do is just show up. It has been a great blessing to see how they 

have grown from when we first met to where they are now.  Some groups will meet 

even if the mentor couple can’t attend. This usually isn’t the case, but it can be done 

with a maturing group. 

   There is a requirement for everyone in formation from inquiry through ordination to 

be in a mentor group.  This will help both the mentee and the formation team to discern 

God’s call for them in the diaconate. In addition to the Inquirer being required to attend 

the monthly meetings, his wife, if he is married, is also required to attend.  In the Na-

tional Directory for the Formation, Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United 

States, the U.S. bishops state that “The wife of a deacon should be included with her 

husband, when appropriate, in diocesan clergy and parochial gatherings,” #68. This 

habit of meeting together needs to be developed at the very beginning of formation. 

Instead of formation and the diaconate being a cause of division it should unite the cou-

ple closer together.  

    It is for this reason that a married couple serve as the mentors of a group.  Since 

most of the deacons will be married, a deacon’s wife is needed to answer questions and 

provide assistance for the spouses of those in formation.  In other words, it is a require-

ment that each group is led by a Mentor couple. There are exceptions but this is the 

general rule. 

   Additional deacon mentors are always needed, and this is especially true as new in-

quirers are entering into formation.  If you would like more information about being a 

mentor couple, please send me an email at diakonia@live.com. The deacon community 

needs deacon couples to share their light with those in formation. It is a blessing to 

serve in this way and is an affirmation of Acts 20:35: “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.”  
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mailto:diakonia@live.com


What is a Parish Life Coordinator? 
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https://www.nalm.org/page/StandardsFormation
mailto:kdavis@archdiosf.org
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mailto:mgarcia@archdiosf.org
https://www.crsricebowl.org/
https://www.crsricebowl.org/es/
https://www.crsricebowl.org
https://www.crsricebowl.org/es/
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https://www.crsricebowl.org/
https://www.crsricebowl.org/es/
https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/virtual-crs-rice-bowl
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https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/virtual-crs-rice-bowl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hI7cQ-ybGUo
https://www.crsricebowl.org/
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https://archdiocesesantafegiving.org/virtual-crs-rice-bowl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hI7cQ-ybGUo
https://www.crsricebowl.org/es/


 

 

12 

mailto:aavellone@archdiosf.org
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Candidacy III 

 

Rogelio Anaya  Charles J. Metzler 

Paul M. Benoit  Clarence E. Montoya 

Martin Chairez  Dennis P. Montoya 

John R. Chavez  Brian Mora  

Leroy A. Chavez  Eric A. Nelson 

James A. Dinkel  Gabriel L. Pacheco 

Bernard L. Ela  Alexander E. Padilla 

Douglas P. Feery  Angel Rivera 

Jon P. Fischer  Ricardo R. Romero 

Lloyd  M. Garley  Gabriel J. Romero 

Andrew R. Hadcock  Dan A. Sanchez 

Louis E. Herrera  Jeffrey L. Schaff 

Philip Kahle  Donald L. Serrano 

Javier Madrid  Joey Silva 

Christopher Martinez  Stanley A. Sluder 

Donald W. Martinez  Robert Tarin 

Claren Martinez  Dominic B. Valencia 

Patrick Martinez  Donald C. Yardman 
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NAME CHURCH 

Rogelio Anaya Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, ABQ 

Martin Chairez San Martin, ABQ 

Leroy Chavez St. Joseph on the Rio Grande, ABQ 

Bernard Ela St Thomas Aquinas, Rio Rancho 

Douglas Feery St John XXIII, ABQ 

Lloyd Garley Prince of Peace, ABQ 

Andrew Hadcock St Jude Thaddeus, ABQ 

Louis Herrera Prince of Peace, ABQ 

Philip Kahle St. Thomas Aquinas, Rio Rancho 

Charles Metzler, Jr St. Jude Thaddeus, ABQ 

Brian Mora St. Bernadette, ABQ 

Eugene Padilla Church of the Ascension, ABQ 

Angel Rivera Prince of Peace, ABQ 

Dan Sanchez San Felipe de Neri,  ABQ 

Jeffrey Schaff St. Thomas Aquinas, Rio Rancho 

Stanley Sluder Our Lady of the Annunciation, ABQ 

Robert Tarin St Jude Thaddeus, ABQ 

Dominic Valencia St. Jude Thaddeus, ABQ 
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NAME CHURCH 

Paul Benoit St Helen, Portales 

John Chavez Our lady of Belen, Belen 

James Dinkel Immaculate Heart of Mary, Los Alamos 

Joh Fischer San Isidro, Santa Fe 

Javier Madrid Our Lady of Guadalupe, Clovis 

Christopher Martinez Our Lady of Belen, Belen 

Claren Martinez Our Lady of Guadalupe, Taos 

Donald Martinez St John the Baptist, Santa Fe 

Patrick Martinez San Antonio, Penasco 

Clarence Montoya St. Gertrude, Mora 

Dennis Montoya Sacred Heart, Espanola 

Eric Nelson Sacred Heart, Clovis 

Gabriel Pacheco St. Anthony, Pecos 

Gabriel Romero Holy Cross, Santa Cruz 

Ricardo Romero Sacred Heart, Espanola 

Donald Serrano St John the Baptist, Santa Fe 

Joey Silva Our Lady of Guadalupe, Taos 

Donald Yardman Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pojoague 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fine Chocolates and Ice Cream 

Unser and McMahon in NW Albu-

querque 

chocglitzandcream.com 
505.898.4589 
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Candidacy I 

 
Ron Baca  Francisco Martinez 

Emilio Brizal  Abraham Plancencio 

Tyler Cole  Rudy Rael 

Steven Garcia  Francisco Rodriguez 

Jerry Griego  Juan (Buck) Sanchez 

Bryan Huffaker  Guadalupe Sosa 

Ricardo Maestas  Arthur  Trujillo 

Anthony Martinez   



Diaconate Information 

Director of  Deacon Formation: Deacon Keith Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Inservice & Retreat 

In-Service: 

TBD: 

In Planning Stage 

Class of  2025 

Current Class size: 15 

Ordination in 2025 

 

Class of  2023 

Current Class size: 36 

To be Ordained June 3/10, 2023 

 

Retreat: 

TBD: 

In Planning Stage 

Deacon Council Members and Reps 

Council Chair: Deacon Mark Marquez 

Council Vice-Chair: Deacon Ernest Chavez 

Council Secretary: Darlene Chavez 

Santa Fe Deanery: Deacon Enrique Montoya 

Deanery A: Deacon Dave Little 

Deanery B: Deacon Pat Sena 

Deanery C: Deacon Leon Jones 

NE Deanery: Deacon Reyes Sanchez 

NW Deanery: Deacon Chris Gilbert 

SE Deanery: Vacant 

SW Deanery: Deacon Nicolas Keller 
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Rest in Peace 

Deacon  Juan Andy Dimas passed away on  

 January 19, 2023 at the age of 77. He was 

Ordained on July 12th, 2003 and served    at 

St Anne Parish in Santa Fe. 
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In your hands, O Lord, 

we humbly entrust our brother Andy. 

In this life you embraced him with your 

tender love; 

deliver him now from every evil 

and bid him eternal rest. 

The old order has passed away: 

welcome him into paradise, 

where there will be no sorrow, no weeping 

or pain, 

but fullness of peace and joy 

with your Son and the Holy Spirit 

forever and ever. 

R/. Amen. 



The Deacon’s Corner 

The El Diácono Newsletter is published by the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Diaconate Office, 4000 St. Joseph Place NW,  
Albuquerque, NM, 87120.  Phone:(505) 831-8246.  FAX: (505) 831-8351. Email: ylovato@archdiosf.org. 
Executive Editor: Deacon Keith Davis, Editor: Yolanda Lovato, Technical Advisor: Deacon John Granato  

A proud Lion spots a chimp and roars, 

“Who is the king of the Jungle?” 

“You are, mighty lion!” says the trem-

bling Chimp. 

Next, the lion stops a zebra: “Who is the 

king of the Jungle?” 

“Y-y-you are!” stammers the zebra. 

Feeling cocky, the lion swaggers up to an 

elephant and demands, “Who is the king 

of the Jungle?” 

The unfazed elephant snatches up the lion 

with its trunk, slams him against a tree a 

dozen time, and then stomps off. The 

dazed lion shouts, “Just because you 

don’t know the answer doesn’t mean you 

have to get nasty about it.” 

(Joe Sebastian, Wilkes-Barre, PA) 
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Archdiocese of  Santa Fe 

Office of the Diaconate 

4000 St. Joseph Place, NW 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87120 

Have a warm and Blessed Spring — and know that God is always with you! 

   

   

   

CHRISM MASS 

Thursday, March 30, at 6pm 
at the Cathedral.  Deacons 
will not vest but there will 
be reserved seating for dea-
cons and their wives.  
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