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CHAPTER 11 
 

THE DEACON AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE LITURGY 
 
 

The functions of the deacon during the celebration of the Mass are covered in detail in Chapter 
10 of this Manual and are also found in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) 
published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops1.  All deacons are encouraged 
to obtain a copy of the GIRM for their personal reference. 

 
This chapter however, focuses on other aspects of the deacon and the liturgy, specifically: 
 
• When deacons participate as an Order at Mass 
• When the deacon presides at a Sunday celebration in the absence of a priest 
• Weekday communion services and communion to the sick and homebound 
• The deacon and the Liturgy of the Hours 
• Archdiocese policy on wearing a clerical shirt with a Roman collar 
• The deacon and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
• Deacon Title 
 
 
A. WHEN DEACONS PARTICIPATE AS AN ORDER AT MASS 
 
Normally, those deacons who are present for a Mass but are not called upon to function as a 
sacred minister in the celebration of the Mass, do not vest or occupy a specific place in the 
liturgy.  This will prevent the development of a practice that might easily appear to be an 
imitation of concelebration. 
 
There are times, however, when the deacons of a diocese do gather as an Order for a Liturgy that 
pertains to the Order of Deacons. In these cases, they vest and are seated together in a specific 
place. One instance when this is true is at the celebration of the ordination of another deacon or 
deacons. Other occasions where the Order of Deacons is represented are at the installation of an 
Archbishop; deacon’s funerals; the annual Chrism Mass; Rites of Candidacy;  installation of a 
lector and acolyte. Even in these cases deacons remain in their assigned place during the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist to avoid confusion of ministries between them and the priests who may be 
concelebrating the Liturgy.  
 
1. Role of The Master of Ceremonies 
 
At the liturgies described above, the Master of Ceremonies has the responsibility of informing 
the diaconal order regarding its specific place and functions during the particular liturgy.  
 

 
1 The General Instructions of the Roman Missal.  Liturgy Documentary Series 14. (Washington, DC: U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2011), pages 60-63. 



THE DEACON MANUAL 
 
 

49 
 

Normally, the Deacon of the Word and the Deacon of the Eucharist are the only deacons present 
in the sanctuary during the celebration of the Mass. 
 
2. Posture at the Eucharist Prayer 
 
The appropriate posture for the body of deacons and wives during the Eucharistic Prayer is 
kneeling along with the congregation in the assembly unless the norm of the parish is for the 
congregation to stand. 
 
 
B. WHEN THE DEACON PRESIDES AT A SUNDAY CELEBRATION IN THE ABSENCE 
OFA PRIEST OR AT A COMMUNION SEVICE 
 
When a deacon presides at a Sunday celebration in the absence of a priest or when a deacon 
presides at a communion service, it is of greatest importance that the deacon avoids as far as 
possible the impression that the laity are participating in a Mass. Therefore the deacon should 
avoid any actions, gestures, or words that would lead the laity into the confusion of thinking that 
he is celebrating a Mass. 
 
As the primary assistants of priests, deacons are therefore called in a special way to lead Sunday 
assemblies that are conducted for Christ’s faithful in the absence of a priest. Since he has been 
ordained for the nurture and increase of the People of God, it belongs to him to lead the prayers, 
to proclaim the Gospel, to preach the homily, to distribute Communion and to give the dismissal 
and blessing.  In this role  the deacon wears the vestments proper to his ministry, that is the alb 
with stole, and, as circumstances suggest, the dalmatic.  He also uses the presidential chair. 
 
These guidelines above apply equally to: 
 
• Weekday communion services conducted by a deacon in the absence of a priest, regardless of 

the liturgical rank of the day; and 
• Saturday evening communion services that anticipate the Sunday liturgy when it is 

reasonably clear that there can be no Sunday Mass celebrated in that place. 
 

1. When to Wear the Dalmatic 
 
Because of its special importance, the Sunday Celebration gives way only to solemnities or 
feasts of the Lord. Hence, the wearing of the dalmatic by the deacon presider is appropriate on 
these occasions. During the week, however, the dalmatic is not appropriate vesture unless the 
weekday is a solemnity or a feast of the Lord. Only a careful reading of the Ordo can reassure 
the deacon that he has taken into account all the liturgical norms. 
 
2. Ritual Books to Follow 
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The liturgical ritual book to be followed is either: Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a 
Priest/Concelebraciones Dominicales el la Ausencia de un Presbitero, (bi-lingual) 2012 edition 
(for Sundays), or Holy Communion Outside Mass (for weekdays). 
 
In conducting a communion service at a nursing home, retirement home, or in a similar situation, 
the deacon should use the approved rites found in Communion of the Sick (New Jersey: Catholic 
Book Publishing Corporation, 2000, bi-lingual edition). 
 
 
C. THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

 
Permanent deacons in the United States are not obliged to pray the Liturgy of the Hours in its 
entirety on a daily basis. However, this practice is recommended as a most salutary and effective 
form of prayer. As a minimum, deacons in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe are to undertake the 
regular recitation of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.  Ideally, whenever possible and 
when the opportunity arises, these Hours should be celebrated in community such as during the 
annual deacons and wives retreat. 
 
 
D. WEARING CLERICAL GARB 

 
 

POLICY FOR PERMANENT DEACONS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SANTA FE 
PERTAING TO 

WEARING THE CLERICAL SHIRT WITH A ROMAN COLLAR 
ENACTED JANUARY 1, 2018 

 
This document is meant to provide the permanent deacons of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe an 
option to wear the Roman collar as they exercise their ministry to the People of God. The 
guidelines that follow are to provide some boundaries in regard to wearing the Roman collar.  It 
is also important to read this policy noting Canon 284, “Clerics are to wear suitable 
ecclesiastical garb in accord with the norms issued by the conference of bishops and in accord 
with legitimate local custom.”  It is important to note that the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) specifies that permanent deacons should resemble the faithful in 
dress and matters of lifestyle. Each diocesan bishop should, however, determine and promulgate 
any exceptions to this law, as well as specify the appropriate clerical attire if it is to be worn. 
When a permanent deacon is wearing clerical attire, he should be especially conscious of his role 
as a visible and public representative of the Church and should conduct himself accordingly. 
 
The option to wear the roman collar is for when a deacon is directly engaged in ministry for the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
 
1. The Attire 
 
a) The clerical shirt can be long or short sleeve, and any color except black. 
b) The clerical shirt is to have the deacon cross on it, which can be embroidered, or a pin. 
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1. When It Is Permissible to Wear the Clerical Shirt 

 
a) Teaching class for a parish or the Archdiocese. 
b) Meeting with parishioners on parish grounds. 
c) Meeting with committees / organizations of the parish or the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
d) For the celebration of Mass, the sacraments, and sacramentals. 
e) When in active ministry including but not limited to hospital and prison ministry. 
 
2. When It Is Not Permissible to Wear the Clerical Shirt 

 
a) At any time when you are not directly engaged in ministry for the Archdiocese of  

Santa Fe or one of its parishes. 
b) At any social function even if the social function is held at or sponsored 

by a parish and/or the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
c) While working or volunteering for any other organization even if that organization has a 

relationship with the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
 
If a permanent deacon is suspended, has his faculties removed or is restricted in his functions as 
a permanent deacon, he is not to wear the clerical shirt. 
 
 
E. THE DEACON AND EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 
The ordinary minister for exposition of the Eucharist is a priest or deacon. The minister, if he is a 
priest or deacon, should vest in an alb or in a surplice over a cassock and should wear a white 
stole. (cf. Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucharist Outside Mass, no. 92).  At the end of 
the period of adoration before the reposition, he blesses the people with the sacrament. When the 
exposition takes place with the monstrance, the priest or deacon should wear a white cope and 
humeral veil to give the blessing at the end of adoration. In the case of exposition with the 
ciborium the cope may be omitted, but the humeral veil should be worn. 
 
When the deacon is the celebrant of Eucharistic Exposition, the following ritual should be 
observed: 
 
• A Eucharistic hymn is sung for the entrance. 
• The deacon exposes the Blessed Sacrament, he places the luna containing the Blessed 

Sacrament into the monstrance, which is then placed in a position to be seen by the faithful. 
• The deacon incenses the Blessed Sacrament. 
• A period of adoration follows with readings, hymns, psalms, etc. 
• A Eucharistic Hymn is sung. 
• The deacon incenses the Blessed Sacrament. 
• The deacon says/sings the prayer. 
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• The deacon, after the prayer, puts on the humeral veil, genuflects, and takes the monstrance 
or ciborium.  In silence, he makes the sign of the cross over the people with the monstrance 
or ciborium and replaces it upon the altar. 

• The deacon leads the assembly in reciting the Divine Praises. 
• The deacon then replaces the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle and genuflects. 
• The assembly may sing/say an acclamation or Eucharist hymn. 
• The deacon leaves the sanctuary. 

 
 

F. DEACON TITLE 
 

As indicated in the letter from Archbishop Sheehan, dated September 30, 2007, deacons will 
refrain from addressing themselves as Reverend Mr.  All deacons should address themselves 
written or verbally using either first name only, or both first and last or only last name.  For 
example:  Deacon John Doe, Deacon John or Deacon Doe. 
 
 


